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ÅÅÅIf you must give up your pet ý sh, please 
consider its well-being and its potential 
impact on the environment. Do not release 

it into a natural body of water.

Alternatives to Release 
Instead of subjecting the ý sh to potentially 
harmful environmental conditions or risking 
potential ecological problems by releasing it, 
consider these alternatives for unwanted pet 

ý sh: 

Return it to a local pet shop for resale 
or trade. 

Give it to another hobbyist, an 
aquarium in a professional ofý ce, a 
museum, or to a public aquarium or 
zoological park. 

Donate it to a public institution, such 
as a school, nursing home, hospital, or 
prison. 

If  these options are not available, a 
veterinarian or ý shery biologist can euthanize 
it (put it to sleep) with anesthesia. You can 
also do this at home by placing the ý sh 
in a container of water and putting it into 
the freezer. Because cold temperature is 
a natural anesthetic to tropical ý shes, this 
is considered a very humane method of 
euthanasia. A pet shop also may be able 
to assist you if euthanasia is the option 
you choose. An excellent discussion of ý sh 
euthanasia was published in the September 
1988 issue of Tropical Fish Hobbyist. This 
magazine is available through pet shops or 
at your local library. 
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