Zebrasoma xanthurum (Blyth 1852)
Purple Tang

Photo by J. Randall, Bishop Museum

Identification: Body is deep with moderately elevated dorsal and anal
fins. Protruding snout with mottled dark lines anteriorly. Rich blue in body
coloration with bright yellow and slightly rounded caudal fin. Pectoral fins
bright yellow towards posterior. Dark spots on abdomen, anterior body,
and head. Velvet-like path setae anterior of caudal spine. Dark thin
banding extend from anterior to posterior. Grows to about 22 cm TL. Also
called Yellowtail Tang, Red Sea Sailfin and Yellowtail Surgeonfish. Dorsal
fin V (24-25), anal fin 11l (19-20) pectoral fin (15). From Randall (1983).

Similar Species: Juvenile Blue Tang (Acanthurus coeruleus) rarely show
blue body with yellow tail and lacks yellow coloration on pectoral fins.
Juvenile Yellowtail Damselfish (Microspathodon chrysurus) has bright blue
body spots and a less-protruding mouth.

Native Range: Western Indian Ocean, including the Red Sea and Persian
Gulf. Also recorded in Maldives. From Randall and Anderson (1993).

Ecology: Inhabits reef zone including coral (Lieske and Myers 1994)
and rocky bottoms (Sommer et al. 1996). The diet consists mainly of
filamentous algae (Guiasu and Winterbottom 1998; Mill et al. 2007).
Surgeonfishes have been found to spawn mainly during late winter and
early spring (Robertson 1983).
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Nonindigenous Occurrences: The species was observed from 2001 to
2005 near Boca Raton.
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