Zebrasoma veliferum (Bloch 1795)
Sailfin Tang

Photo by J. Randall, Bishop Museum

Identification: Deep body with slightly protruding snout. Body and head
mostly dark grey-brown with vertical yellow lines. Coloration of adults

can be darker. Entire snout can be white or yellow. Elevated dorsal fin
(Randall 2005). Caudal fin can be white, yellowish, or brown with no spots
(Allen et al. 2003). Overall, the species tends to be dully colored, but is
capable of rapidly changing color and can lighten the pale bars or darken
them to match the remaining body color (Robertson 1983). Grows to about
40 cm SL. Also called Ringed Tang. Dorsal fin IV (29-33) anal fin 11l (23-
26), pectoral fin (15-17; Randall 2005).

Similar Species: No Atlantic surgeonfish has prominent white body bars.

Native Range: Sailfin Tang is distributed in the Western Indian Ocean
and the Pacific Ocean from Indonesia, Micronesia, Hawai'i to French
Polynesia. Also found from southwest Japan to Great Barrier Reef and
New Caledonia. From Allen et al. (2003).
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Ecology: The Sailfin Tang inhabits lagoons and seaward reef areas out
to 45 m (Allen et al. 2003). The diet consists mainly of fleshy green and
red algae (Robertson 1983). Pairs of adult Sailfin Tangs will defend joint
feeding territories (Robertson et al. 1979) with the more territorial fish
becoming darker in color (Robertson 1983). Sailfin Tang reproduction
has been documented in Palau (Micronesia) and Aldabra (Seychelles)
where spawning occurs during ebb tides on the reef slope (10 m depth;
Robertson 1983). Detailed courtship and pair mating behaviors of the
species are provided in Robertson (1983).

Nonindigenous Occurrences: The species was observed near Key
Largo, Boynton Beach, and Delray Beach from 2001 to 2003.
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