Dascyllus trimaculatus (Riippell 1829)
Threespot Dascyllus
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Photo by J. Randall, Bishop Museum

Identification: The body is the color of charcoal with black scale margins.
Orangish-brown head and breast. Some specimens have yellow on the
caudal, anal, and pelvic fins. Juveniles have two distinctive white spots;
one on the head above the eyes and one positioned dorso-laterally.
Maximum size is approximagely 13 cm TL. Also called the Domino
Damselfish. Dorsal fin XII (14-16), anal fin Il (14-15). Pectoral rays 19-21.
From Randall et al. (1996).

Similar Species: Sunshinefish (Chromis insolata) has yellow, pale or
clear rear dorsal and caudal fins.

Native Range: East Africa and the Red Sea to the Line Islands and
Pitcairn Group; southern Japan to New South Wales and Lord Howe
Island. From Randall et al. (1996) and Randall (2005).

Ecology: Juveniles are sometimes found with sea anemones or venomous
long-spined sea urchins in their native habitat. The species can be found
on coral reefs and rocky substrata from depths of one to 55 m. From
Randall (2005) and Randall et al. (1996).
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Nonindigenous Occurrences: The Threespot Dascyllus was seen off
Boca Raton in 2006.
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