Cephalopholis argus Bloch & Schneider 1801
Peacock Hind

Photo by J. Randall, Bishop Museum

Identification: Overall, the body is dark brown. Small blue spots ringed
in black cover the body. Five to six pale vertical bars are often apparent
posterior to the pectoral fins and a large white patch occurs on the breast.
Dorsal, anal, and caudal fins generally have a narrow white band along
their posterior margins. The distal part of the pectoral fins are often edged
in maroon-brown. Peacock Hind can pale or darken rapidly and grows to
about 60 cm TL. Other common names include Blue-spotted Grouper,
Peacock Grouper and Peacock Rockcod. Dorsal fin IX (15-17), anal fin

Il (9). Pectoral rays 16 or 17. From Randall and Ben-Tuvia (1983),
Heemstra and Randall (1993), Randall et al. (1996), Carpenter and Niem
(1999), Allen et al. (2003) and Randall (1983 and 2005).

Similar Species: Coney (Cephalopholis fulva) has two black spots

on lower lip and two black spots at base of caual fin. Graysby (C.
cruentatus) has red spots on the body and a rounded caudal fin. Red Hind
(Epinephelus guttatus) has dark margins on rear dorsal, anal, and caudal
fins.

Native Range: From the Red Sea to South Africa and east to French
Polynesia and the Pitcairn Islands group, including northern Australia, Lord
Howe Island and southern Japan. Throughout the Indo-Pacific except the
Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman. Early reports (from Valenciennes in 1828
and Quoy & Gammard in 1824) listed the species from Hawai’i; however,
these reports are considered erroneous. From Randall and Ben-Tuvia
(1983), Randall and Heemstra (1991), Heemstra and Randall (1993),
Carpenter and Niem (1999), Randall (1983 and 2005) and Mundy (2005).
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Ecology: In its native range, this common grouper occurs on coral

reefs over a depth range of 1 to 40 m, typically less than 10 m. The
species is territorial, and partitions its habitat into large (up to 2000 m?)
territories occupied by a male and up to 12 females and sub-territories,
each inhabited by a single female. The species is an important food-fish
throughout the Indo-West Pacific region; however, due to its carnivorous
nature, it has been blamed for numerous cases of Ciguatera poisoning in
both the native and introduced ranges. About 80% of the diet is fishes,
while the remainder is mostly crustaceans. From Shpigel and Fishelson
(1989, 1991), Heemstra and Randall (1993), Randall et al. (1996), Allen et
al. (2003) and Randall (1983, 1987 and 2005).

Nonindigenous Occurrences: The Peacock Hind was observed off
Boca Raton in 2004, Pompano Beach in 2005 and Key West in 2006. The
species has been established in Hawai’i since the 1950s (Randall and
Kanayama 1972; Randall 1987; Mundy 2005).
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